Introduction
The existence of an endogenous immunoreactive prolactin (ir-PRL) system in the rat brain is well known.
Several studies have demonstrated brain ir-PM. by immunocytochemistry (11) (12) (13) (14) (20) (21) (22) , nadioimmunoassay (3,6-9,13) or bioassay (6-9). Ir-PRL is present in the brain long after hypophysectomy (3, 8, 11, 13, 21) and is not cor- 
Materials and Methods
Adult female rats (CD; Charles River, Wilmington, MA)were ovariectomized under methoxyflurane anesthesia and implanted subcutaneously (SC) with silastic capsules containing crystalline estradiol. Additional ovaniectomized rats were not implanted.
Two weeks after surgery, the estradiol-implanted rats were injected Sc with progesterone (2 mg/rat) or sesame oil (vehicle).
One hour after injection the rats were deeply anesthetized with sodium pentobarbital and perfused transcardially with PBS, pH 7.2, for 5 mm, followed by freshly made 3% buffered paraformaldehyde (pH 7.2) for 8 mm.
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Discussion
Despite the frequent detection of ir-PRL in the brain (3,5-8, 11-14,20-22) , the identity ofthis material remains to be established.
All previous studies detecting ir-PRL in the rat brain have utilized polyclonal antisera, as least one ofwhich apparently crossreacts with a portion of the proopiomelanocortin molecule (13). We have attempted to detect ir-PRL in rat brain using MAb that recognize epitopes common to prolactin from several mammalian species (15, 16, 18 
